


Y ADVICE TO YOU IS TO STIk UP CHANGE, PROBE FOR WHAT

FACTOR IN ANYTHING, HELP WHAT IS NEW TO BE BORN.

BE A STUDENT! DON'T ACCEPT ANYTHING (GOD, FAMILY,

SCHOOL, SEX, LOVE, EDUCATION, MARRIAGE, GOVERNMENT ) AT FACE VALUE.

ASK QUESTIONS ABOUT EVERYTHING. DIG. CUT THROUGH THE

WEBS OF HYPOCRISY BY ALWAYS HAVING YET ANOTHER QUESTION TO ASK. IF

YOU DON'T DO THIS, YOU ARE FAILING, NOT JUST' YOURSELF, BUT ALL OF US.

_ MALCOLM BOYD
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LEERGE

Every year a new batch of students enters the Poly, full of
expectation and excitement, coupled with a slight fear of the
new environment. The Poly is built up through the sweat and
labour of our people and our entry into the ivory towers of Poly
is at the expense of these people. As such, we should view our
stay in Poly as a golden opportunity for us to better equip our-
selves to serve the people later.

Do not be surprised when you disccver that what you have
learnt does not equip you with the ability and knowledge to serve
the people. Do not lecok back in anger, nor forward in fear, but
around with searchinc awareness. You will find around you a group
of people -- though a mincrity, but growing day by day -- whe is
strivinc hard tc cater Zor your insuificiency, to prcvide you an
insight into social realities, and the protlems of our peopie
especially the working class. If we want to get ourselves fully
prepared for our future rcle, we should participate actively in
activities outside the confinement of our studies.

The F.0.C. programmes is a start for you to gain an in-depth
knowledge of your society. The programmes aim at providing a
chance for you to meet others, discuss your aspirations and ideals
and a chance for you to acquire a smattering of the plight of the
underprivileged and downtrodden people of our society.

Foc
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CENTRAL COMMITTEE

cHieR
GROUP LEADE% SuUe- m‘m
AQST. CHIEF — WORKCAMP,
‘ DISC | PUNARY FWLM  AND
OFF|CER, SUDE SYONE,
ASST. CHIEFR TALKS AND  FORUM,
@ROUP LEADERS POLYTHON,
£TC., .. .

DISCIPLINARY
OFFICERS

Preparation of the Freshmen
{rientation commenced with the fo-
r~=ation of the Central Committee
which consists of the Chairman,
vice~Chairman, Secretary, Treasur-
er, Administrative Assistant, Chi-
ef Disciplinary Officer and Hand-
ocok Editor. Application to serve
in the Freshmen Orientation Commi-
ttee (F.0.C.) was opened to all
students whereupon all applicants
were required to attend an inter-
view. All successful applicants
were confirmed F.0.C. personnels
and attended a general meeting
whereby they were briefed on their

SF F.0.G.

duties and responsibilities. They
also came to know more of the F.O.
C. structure. During this general
meeting the F.0.C. personnels were
allocated to their respective sub-
commi ttees, be it workcamp, exhib-
ition or talks and forum etc. A
preparatory camp ensued. The main
purpose of this camp was to provi-
de all F.0.C. personnels an oppor-
tunity to come together, understa-
nd each other and discuss on how
to organise the orientation progr-
ammes. Following the preparation
camp was intense and extensive
preparation work pending the orie-
ntation.



1) To inculcate in tne freshmen a sense of Union awareness
2) To foster better relationship and unity among students

3) To instil in the freshmen a sense of social responsibility.

a) Strongly against any act by students under whatever pretext
which will hinder the smooth running of orientation programmes,
may it be pre-orientation or orientation proper.

b) To encourage active and mass participation among freshmen in all
activities organised by the FOC.

c) Any senior student who wishes to participate in any orientation
programme must conform to the cecnditions laid down by the CGL.

d) Disciplinary action will be taken on students acting in a manner

derogatory to the Union or in any way violating any policy of
the FOC.




FOC THEME ¢

union

awareness theo’

mass partieipation

THE STUDENTS® UNION

One fundamental difference
between Poly and school life is
that in Poly there exists a stu-
dents! union, the sole represen-
tative of students. In schools
there are such organisations as
societies and uniformed groups,
but these are not genuinely stu-
dents! organisations for these
are in effect under the strict
survellance and control of tea-
chers and students usually have
little or no say in it. ECA is
in fact a major means to exer-
cise close control over students'
activities outside class. 1In
Poly the students' union is a
totally students' affairs: the
students elect their own leaders
and plan, organise their own
activities. The Union, repre-
senting the 7,000 students in
Poly, cares primarily for stu-
dents' interests, students'
welfare. It organises cultur-
al, social and sporting activi-
ties, undertake the loan of
equipments and facilities for
students, fight for better
service for students eg. in
terms of canteen prices and
stationeries. It also serve
as a means of communication
between the Poly Admin. and
the student body, safeguard-
ing the academic rights of
students.

THE EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM

Our present educational
system has done much to sub-
vert us. We have been taught
a set of wrong values and con-
cepts and denied an exposure
to social realities. We have
been moulded to be selfish.

self-centred and materialistic,
aloof of social injustices and
inequalities. We have been ren-
dered unthinking and intellectua-
lly sterile. But deep inside

us, there is one desire - to
strive hard, beat others in
academic performance and to
reach the top.

A NEW ROLE

We do not want our role as
students to be defined and de-~
termined by others. We need to
redefine our role. First and
foremost we must understand
that our successful admission
into Poly is not solely due to
our academic performance. The
fees we pay each term is bare-
ly sufficient to facilitate



the expensive education we
receive, The bulk of the mo-
ney used for our education is
subsidised by the tax-payers
and these are the people at
large - the workers, farmers,
fisherman etc. These people
are responsible for changing
the landscape of our country,
they are the builders, the
creators of wealth, but they
are exploited. The wealth
they created flows into the
pockets of the rich - the
industrialists, the capital-
ists. The people await wus
with outstretched hands and
our immediate role is to
identify ourselves with the
working people.

Students as a social unit
has certain umique character-
istics, different from other
sectors of society. They are

unlike the working class, who
by virtue of their marital sta-
tus have more economic burdens
to shoulder than students. As
students, we also have better
access to certain knowledge
and technology, normally not
known to the publi¢. Hence
students are in a better posit-
ion to detect social injustice
and hence should voice out for
the people.

THE SOCIAL VALUE OF A STUDENTS'
UNION

Hence, "we must admit th-
at it (the students' union) is
a very rare organ left in Sing-
apore which can still express
independent, critical ideas and
can still attempt to organise
public sentiments which express
the aspirations of the majority



their resentment. Other effect—

ive organisations are either
banred and non-existent or
effectively crippled with their
leaders thrown into prison.
eeesesknowing the social value
of our students' union, we must
work harder to organise the
union to serve the people when-
ever possibleeccess

.+.s.We are all in the
University(or Poly in our case)
at the expense of many others.
Remember our responsibility to
society, or responsibility to,
justice, equality and freedom.

The programmes of this
year FOC aim at introducing the
union to the new students. Th-
rough mass participation and in-
volvement in its activities we
become aware of the existence of
the Union, of its importance
both within and without campus.
The Union is at our disposal,
it is the sole representative
of all students, if we do not
serve, who will serve? Inter-
nally, serving in the Union,
we work for students welfare,
unite more students, awaken
them to realities. Externally.
we are a voice for the under-
privileged majority. We should
also be a catalyst for social
change.

QUOTE: -

“cllow us to a new life,
Fcllow us on our struggle
Acainst the old crder,

In the work for a new
Zcrm cf Life,

Fcr the Freedom and

V.U s

AWAKEHNE0
ﬁﬁi GTUCEIND

"My country is one of the richest"
You told me,

And I was proud

"My country is in rapid progress"
You said,

I was filled with joy

We can go on and on

You claimed,

For we have good leadership

I was overcome with gratitude

Obligation,

It flooded into me

To work and to serve
Was all I wanted to do

Then,

I came into contact with the
people

I was baffled

I was disillusioned

I saw

My people begging in the streets
My people toiling to fill their
stomach

My people die in the course of
work

My people selling themselves

My people retrenched when no
longer needed

My people thrown behind bars with-
out trial

In a word

I saw my people suffer

I cried,

For I felt lost
Knowing not what to do
Deep in me

Hatred takes root



Yet
“nowing not who to hate

and you said this is progress
f the price be this

-nhen :

Zt i3 no progre:s

No,

“ot for my people

211 along,

“ou have blindfolded me,

That I followed where you lead
=11 along,

Zou have drilled praises into
-y eyes

That I sang them for you

211 along

You have conditioned my mind
That I conformed to your ways
2 fine deceit it was

Zut no more

Z shall be deceived no more

You said we are rich

w“hen my homeland is penetrated
2y foreign capitalistic
sggression

You said we progress

Wnen my people are reduced to
enslaved working digits

You and your lies!

Yes,

There was once when I fear you
For you have your machineries
And they seemed so mighty

And I so small

3ut no more!

I fear you no more!

2y your provocations

I have awakened

It is you who aroused me

And now

You cannot stop me

My heart can never be at rest
2gain

Yes

I shall not rest until my people
are free

50 you have the machineries

Zt only proves your weakness
Tor only being weak

Jo you have to resort to them
Such machineries too

Can never destroy the strength
of the people

In time to come

Your provocation shall arouse
the people

Then,

It shall be the people

The oppressed who will be mighty

Yes,

And those who oppress shall tremble
The enslaved,

They have nothing to lose

Nothing but their chains

In the long run,

Nothing can withstand the People's
Logic

Nothing can withstand the Logic of
History.-

THE DAY WILL COME.......

THE DAY COMES,
WHEN THE PRICE OF RICE INCREASES FOR THE FIRST TIME,
HE ENCOURAGES "EAT MORE WHEAT CAMPAIGN".

THE DAY COMES,
WHEN THE PRICE OF RICE INCREASES FOR THE SECOND TIME,
HE ACCUSES THE UNSCRUPULOUS MERCHANTS.

THE DAY COMES,
WHEN THE PRICE OF RICE INCREASES FOR THE THIRD TIME,
HE CRIES PITIFULLY, “OH, IT'S A WORLD INFLATION!"

THE DAY COMES,
WHEN THE PRICE OF RICE INCREASES FOR THE FOURTH TIME,
HE PRAYS, “LET'S HOPE FOR THE SOONEST PRICE DROP”

THE DAY COMES,
WHEN THE PRICE OF RICE INCREASES FOR THE FIFTH TIME,
HE BLABS, “WE MUST TIGHTEN OUR BELTS AND WORK HARDER".

EACH TIME THE DAY COMES,

WHEN THE PRICE OF RICE INCREASES,

HIS SUBTLE WORDS SOUND CONVINCING,

SOMEONE HAS TO BE FOOLED,

BUT, FACTUALLY NONSENSICAL, DECEIVING AND MISLEADING.

THE DAY WILL COME WHEN,

OUR BELT IS BROKEN,

OUR ANGER IS INTOLERABLE,

OUR STRENGTH IS INVINCIBLE,

OUR SIGHT IS SHARPENED,

OUR FRIEND AND FOE ARE DISTINCT,
HA!IT'S A DOOMSDAY FOR HIM.



IT IS A FUNDAMENTAL RIGHT AND NOT A PRIVILEGE FOR STUDENTS
OF A TERTIARY INSTITUTION IN A TRULY DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY TC ORGANISE
THEMSELVES IN ORDER TO ADVANCE THEIR RIGHTS AND FULFIL THEIR
RESPONSIBILITIES BOTH AS STUDENTS AND AS MEMBERS OF THE SOCIETY.
STUDENTS ARE AN INTEGRAL AND IMPORTANT PART OF SOCIETY, AND AS
A RULE, ARE MORE DYNAMIC AND HAVE LESS DEPENDENTS THAN OTHER
SEGMENTS OF SOCIETY. THEREFORE THEY ARE IN A BETTER POSITION TO
STRUGGLE AGAINST OPPRESSION AND INJUSTICE AND TO BE IN THE
VANGUARD OF SOCIAL, ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL PROGRESS OF THEIR
COUNTRIES. SINGAPORE POLYTECHNIC STUDENTS ARE NO EXCEPTION AND IT
WAS WITH THE OBJECT OF FULFILLING ITS RESPONSIBILITIES THAT THE

SINGAPORE POLYTECHNIC STUDENTS' UNION WAS FOUNDED.

10
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BENEFITS /

Membership of the Students’
Union is the compulsory privilege
of all Polytechnic students enjoy-
ed at a fee of $18 per annum, The
Students' Union is a body empowered
to represent students in all mat-
ters affecting their interests and
affords a recognised means of com-
munication with the Polytechnic
authorities. The most tangible
evidence would seem to be the var-
ious publications, Union House
facilities and sports facilities.

Besides this, the Union pro-
vides excellent opportunities for
galning experience and for develo-
ping one's character and persona-
lity. This refers to serving in
an official capacity in the Union's
administrative machinery. The ex-
perience gained is invaluable and
stands in good stead in later 1life.
when you are in the Executive Com-
mittee, you learn to be diplomatic,
rational and objective in your
approach to any problem and in
your relations with members of the
Union and your fellow Union offi-
cials. Indeed it is no exaggerat-
ion to say that when you work in
the Union, you are working in a
minature government,

Though, we are all students
with definite course of study, we
cannot divorce ourselves from our
people; moreover because of our
education we are in a better pos-
ition to serve our country and
people. The Union, therefore, or-
ganise social projects every year,
eg. work camp. The successful

11

completion of these multifarious
activities depends on your unfail-
ing support. By participating in
such projects you invoke in youre
self a sense of belonging and at
the same time contribute your
share as a citizen towards the
betterment of our people's welfare.

Finally what may also be
termed as a benefit is the fact
that the Students' Union makes

representations to various bodies
on behalf of its members. These
representations (which take the
form of resolutions, press-state-
ments or memoranda) are usually
made after a thorough and object-
ive consideration by Council of
the particular problem.

STUDENT
DISCIPLINE {

You are bound to act in a
manner consistent with the object-~
ives of the Union's Constitution.
The Disciplinary Commissionhas
powers to take disciplinary act-
ion, and such action may take
the form of fines not exceeding
twice the Annual Subscriptions
of an Ordinary Member or suspen-
sion from any or all the privil-
eges of membership for a period
not exceeding one calender year
or suspension from the Polytechn-
ic subject to the approval of the
Principal.

SRS A



AND  FINALLY

Every year, the Union spends

a big sum of money on projects
such as the F,0.C., publications,
study tours and student's exchan-
ges etc., This money belongs to
you and therefore it is your fun-
damental privilege to exploit
such projects by further partici-
pation and involvement.

YOUR RIGHTS ¢
PRIVILEGES

Under the Constitution of Si-
ngapore Polytechnic Students' Un-
ion, membership entitles you to
stand for election, to nominate
or second a candidate for elect-
ion, and to vote in the Union el-
ections subject to the provision
of article XIV.

You have the right to speak
and vote at General Meetings of
the Union. You have the right to
use the reading rooms and sports
facilities of the Union. You are
also entitled (subjected to a
small payment when necessary) to
a copy of all publications of the

Union.

YOUR DUTIES AND
RESPONSIBILITIES [

A right is coupled with a
responsibility. All members of
the Union are, therefore, bound
to abide by the Constitution and
not act in any way inconsistent
with its objectives.

Apart from duties imposed by
the Constitution of the Union, it
is your duty to attend and suppo-
rt all activities and functions
organised by the Union to the best
of your ability. Furthermore, it
is your duty to see that office
bearers and officials of the Union
carry out their duties in a manner
consistent with the objectives of
the Constitution.

THE FACHSTERTiOA]
\OCRTHER UINION

The administration of the Un-
ion is entirely in the hands of
the students, except for staff
members in connection with the
Finance Committee. The administr-
ation is vested in the Students'
Council, elected annually in the
ninth week of the academic year,
by the members of the Union. The
Executive Committee is elected by
the members of the Council from
among themselves, and the Standing
Commi ttee members are appointed
by the Council from applications
received from students.

;
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This 1s the supreme body of
the Students' Union and its twen-
ty-five members are concerned with
policy making. All major decisions
of the Union are made at Council
level. Its policies are executed
by officials or other committees
which will be described below.

The Students' Council has a
Chairman, whose duties are to
chair all Council and General
meetings:of the Union. He cannot
hold office in the Executive Com-
mittee. The Students' Council, at
its first meeting will elect from
among its members an Executive
Committee whose tenure of office
will last until the next Annual
General Meeting which is convened
in the second week of the second
academic term,

Emﬁw (Sorredas

This committee comprises the
President, the Vice-President, the
Honorary General Secretary, the
Financial Secretary, the Union
House Secretary, the Assistant
Financial Secretary, the Assistant
Honorary Secretary, the Publication
Secretary, the Social Secretary and
the Welfare Secretary.

This committee is the livewire
of the Students' Union and an eff-
icient and hardworking Executive
Committee is vital for a dynamic
Students' Union. The Executive
Committee is primarily concerned
with the day-to-day administration
of the Union. Excepting the Presi-
dent, every Executive official
heads an important Standing Commi-
ttee., It is the recognised means

of communication between the Union
on the one hand and the Principal,
other Polytechnic authorities, the
Government, or any other external

body,

on the other.

(memeers oF spPsu)

Gerersl

l elections

(25-memesr, stubenTs’ councis)

From
Sppicationg

(& SEBN6_ owmiTrees )

From
applications
(sPECIAL  COMMITTERS )

(\O-MEMBER EXECUTNE QOMMITTEE.)
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The Singapore Polytechnic
Students' Union is governed by a
written Constitution. The Consti-
tution lays down fundamental prin-
ciples which no Students' Council
can violate or ignore. For examp-
le the Union cannot take a parti-
san stand in favour of any relig-
ion or any political ideology.

The Constitution itself cont-
ains nineteen articles, governing
the proper management and conduct

of the Union, the structure, pow-
ers, duties of the Students' Cou-
ncil, Executive Committee and ot-

her Committees, and every other

e STURENES

Foo Chin YeNn eceeeeese...President

Lee Chee Yuen......Vice-President
Soon Hoe Chuan........Hon.Gen-Sec
Lee Nguan Hong......Financial Sec.
Ng Hoon Hwe€.eeee......S5S0cial Sec
Lee Sing Chong....Publication Sec.
Tieon Lay Hua (Ms),...Welfare Sec.
Lim Tiow Hui......Union House Sec
Lim Lian Peng....Asst Hon Gen-Sec.
Hiah Peng Soon,Asst Financial Sec

Foo Weng Fatt.Chairman of Council

fegelegepetologegeleotoegedepetosess

matter relating to the structure,
function, and working of the Uni-
on ancd to the conijuct, welfare etc
of the Union members. Under the
Constitution all students of the
Folytechnic are automatically me-
mbers of the Students' Union.

without being acquainted with
the Constitution it may be quite
difficult for you to appreciate
the workings of the Union; its
aims and objectives; its success
and failures; your privileges as
members, where it can help you;
your duties to the Union, and all
other matters pertaining to the
Union and your part in it.

Aw Beng Lan (Ms)

Choo Min Sooi, Jimmy
Joseph Choo

Dzulkaranian Bin Abdullah
Kwan Kow Fatt, Philip

Lim Tian San
Low Boon Hua
Neo Wee Sim, Israel
wong Sing Yuing
Woon Kok Meng

ADNORS DUOR? LDNCH LMDHNOH (DWOH (LDUOH LUDNEN UDUERH? LR (DNOH LLDUOH? LDNCH LDUCH? <MDK
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are
is

While policies and ideas
proposed at Council level it
these committees which carry out
the proposals. They are of a perm-
anent nature and their powers, du-
ties and structures are provided
for in the Constitution. All the
Standing Committees are headed by
the members of the Executive Comm-
ittee, and the Council selects,
from applications recieved, ordin-
ary Union members to serve in these
committees in different capacities.
There are eight Standing Committees.

PNELTEAROATCA M iyld

The Publications Committee of
the Union is set up to implement
the Union's publications policies
as laid down in the Constitution
Article IX Section 3. It handles
all publications of the Union bes-
ides publishing Newsletters etc. of
the Union.

The importance of student jour-
nalism need not re emphasised. This
committee greatly assists in prom-
oting student unity and enables in-
dividuals to understand more fully
the common problems encountered by
undergraduates.

The major rublications produced
vy the Union are: The Singapore
Tecrnocrat, The 3r>U Handbook, andé
the Union Diary.

15
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This committee takes sole res-
ponsibility over the Union's fina-
nce and accounts. It has to submit
a financial report of the Union at
the end of the term of office of
each Council or at any other times
when required. It also considers
applications for supplementary
grants of the affillates as well as
distributing the annual grants to
them. The President is ex-officio
member of this committee and there
is a staff member who countersigns
all chegues made out in the name of
the Union by the Financial Secret-
ary.

CIEHEARE  CORBETTRE

The interests and well-being
of all the members of the Union
~ome under the care and responsi-
bility of the Welfare Committee.

The Committee has been comme
nded for its achievements in bei-
ng able to negotiate with the Po-
lytechnic authorities whenever
any complaints or grievances from
the students arise,

1n addition, it iras particip-
ated in numerous public welfare
projects, thus earning the Union
a name in the various Welfare
Homes in Singapore.
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The Social Committee undertakes
the task of organising all social
functions as directed by the
Students' Council,

This Committee also undertakes
the screening of entertainment and
Educational Documentary films.

[ENTRISRAL (RR0ffwag
CANLNETTRE

The External Relations Commi-
ttee serves as a liasion between
our Union and other Students' Un-
ions. It undertakes to maintain
communication between our Union
and other external bodies all ov-
er the world. The ERC has succes-
sfully carried out exchange sche-
mes with overseas students. It h-
as also played host to many visi-
ting delegatesto our campus.

SRGRECARAT

The Secretariat is entrusted
with the duty of maintaining the
daily routine of the Union Office.
Its duties include the conducting
of correspondence, keeping of all
Union's records and the despatch-
ing of mails addressed to undergr-
aduates. The Secretariat is sltu-
ated at the first floor of the U-
nion House, within which functions
the complex machinery of the Stu-
dents' Union.

16
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The Committee besides underta-
king the daily maintenance and e-
fficient running of the Union Hou-
se and its facilities also enforc-
es all the rules and regulations
as laid down by the Council.

It should be stressed here th-
at the Committee holds a very ser-
ious view of students gambling wi-
thin the premises of the Union Ho-
use. All offenders will be brought
before the Disciplinary Commission.

BPERAL
ST TEES

While Standing Committees have
specific tasks allotted to them,
sometimes the Council may want to
carry out a project or activity f-
or which no standing committee ex-
ists. In this case, Special Commi-
ttees are set up for those partic-
ular items, and they cease to exi-
st as soon as their tasks are com-
pleted.

The Students' Council also ap-
points its own representatives to
international gatherings or confe-
rences or on any occasion when re=
presentatives of the Union are re-
quested.




The Singapore Polytechnic
Sports Council, sports-wing of the
Students' Union, is an autonomous
body with full jurisdiction over
its own activities and consistent
with the aims of the Union. It is
financed by the Students' Union
and governed by an annually elect-
ed council consisting of five exe-
cutive members and captains of va-
rious games.

The more important thing in
sports is not to win but to parti-
cipate, however over the past yea-
rs sports in Poly has been restri-
cted to a selected few and little
effort was made to encourage mass
participation. This year, however
the Sports Council has resolved to
promote the spirit of "friendship
first, competition second" and or-
ganised such items as inter-class
natches and Poly 50 which engoura-
ged not only mass participation
but also foster friendship and un-
ity among students.

An affiliated society is an
autonomous body with full juris-
diction over its own constitution,
administration and activities.
Such bodies may apply to the Stu-=
dent's Council for affiliation
after its constitution has been
approved by the council.

AFFILIATES OF THE UNION

Building Society

Chinese Language Society
Civil Engineering Society
Draughting Society
Engineering Society

Malay Language Society
Marine Engineering Society
Music Society

Nautical Society

Photographic Society
Polymer Society

GaEcdaadaaaaazEaa




The Students Service Centre
was set up in November 1975 by

the Finance Committee. The main
objective of setting up this ser-
vice centre is to provide studen-
ts with stationeries at relative-
ly low prices. A permanent stall
was set up in the Union House (P.
E.C.). In addition, a mobile ser-
vice (undertaken by the Students'
Union) brought stationeries to
students in the outlying campus
(A.R.C.).

The idea of setting up the
service centre came into mind of
members of the Students' Council
after several complaints by stud-
ents regarding the Administration
contracted book store (Ensign).
Finally the Finance Committee co-
ntracted a company to set up the
Students Service Centre.

Below is a list of some of the
items sold by the S.5.C. :

8C sheets ruled foolscap
pPad cecees
1 ream ruled foolscap
PAPEr eseseee
Jotter book (eeeceocscesnee
200 p3. soft cover ex. Dbk.
200 pg. hard zover ex. bk.
120 pg. soft cover ex. bk.
BIC ballpoint pen e.eccees
Redleaf ballpt. pen ......
Pencil sharpener .cceececeece
Folder fileS eesseeveessvs $0.30
Plastic folder cover ..... $0.30
SPSU crest stickers (12pcs)$5.2C

$C.70

$4.50
$0.13
$0.35
$0.85
$0.22
$0.15
$0.2C
$0.07

You who have come

In quest cf knowledge --

Come with open minds

Ready to explore new ideas

To nuture your talents, if they
Be for the betterment of mankimd

Come with humility and gratitude
For your coming has been possible
At the expense of many others
Know that you have & responsibilit
Not to betray that trust that
Others have placed in you

The world out there needs you
Let your coming be

To make you a better person
For the role destined for you
And should you find

Your ideals shattered

The rosy picuture you painted
Smeared --

Do not be disillusioned

But from this dillema

Gain greater strength and wisdom
To pursue your goals.

- Norsiah A Rahman
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The Asian Students® Association, ASA, was formed in July 1,'69.
The founder members are:-

National Union of Australian University Students
Ceylon United Students' Federation
Hong Kong Federation of Students
National Council of University Students of India
Team Pelaksana Munas Mahasiswa Indonesia
Persatuan Kebangsaan Pebajar Malaysia
New Zealand University Students?’ Association
National Union of Students of the Philippines

A National Delegation representing Singapore students

Among the aims of ASA are:-

1. to promote acceptance and practice of the Universal
Declaration of Kuman Rights in the Asian region

2. to promote close and effective co-operation between
National Unions in the Asian Region

3. to promote active student involvement in the educational
process, national development and the solving of the
problems of the Asian region

4. to promote academic freedom and university autonomy in Asia

In order to further its aims, the Association undertake the
following forms of activity:-

a. to publish a reqular bulletin for distribution among students
of Asia

b. to organise national, regional or international seminars
and programmes

Cc. to extend solidarity and support to member national unions
wherever it is needed

Under the Constitution of ASA, Asia is defined as the area from

Turkey eastwards, not including the Soviet Union to Japan in the north-
sast and to New Zealand in the South.
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The activities of ASA include workshops, conferences etc. 1In
June®75, an Asian Student Training Workshop on Population and
Development was organised. Participants first spent three days in
three commissions debating on special areas with regards to population
and development, namely economic and social development, family and
human well being, and status and participation of women in society.
This was followed by a 3 day long field work which allowed participants
to have a first hand knowledge of the Indian situation (the venue for
the workshop is Bombay, India) at grass-root level.

Then on Nov'75 the Sth General Conference of ASA was held in
Chiengmai, Thailand. Held at a time when both students' struggle and
repression of students movements is at a height, the Conference
reviewed the past activities of ASA and planned for future actions.

During the Conference, it was resolved that 1. the membership of
National Union of Israeli Students (NUIS) be terminated. 2. The
General Union of Palestine Students as a non-discriminatory body is
the only legitimate and rightful representative of all the studentg
of Palestine , in view of the fact that 1. The nature of Zionism
is inately racist and imperialist, as confirmed by the General
Assembly of the United Nations; 2. Zionism is made manifest in the
so-called state of Israel which is in reality occupied Palestine.

The Conference also condemned the Singapore legislation and similar
legislation restraining students’ and workers'rights in Malaysia.

At present, ASA has its membership increased from the original
nine to fifteen, with one associate member, one corresponding member
and one observer.

ASA publishes a bi-monthly bulletin, Asian Student News. It
focuses on students activities in the various member countries and
also exposes the plight and sufferings of the working mass.

Singapore students do not have a national union due to the
unreasonable regection of the authorities to form one. Nevertheless
Singapore students are represented by a Singapore National Delegate
comprising representatives from USSU, SPSU, NATCSU and NUSU,
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Our educational system had
long been attuned to academic exc-
ellence with students competing
keenly in the climb towards the
highest rung of the educational
ladder. Students were orientated
towards individual pursuits for
higher paper qualifications which
would lead to a "better", materia-
listic life.

Instilled with such mentality,
life in Poly has been no more than
lectures, lunch, library and SPSU
has been organising Balls and Dan-
ces for the past years. It really
saddened to see students engaging
in such self-indulgent activities.

But in 1974, SPSU came out
from its nut-shell and participat-
ed in several social issues. In
Feb., 4 Students' Unions (USSU,
NATCSU, NUSU & SPSU) came together
for the first time to protest aga-
inst a 10cts. bus-fare hike. SPSU
knew that the hike would only add
onto the hardship of the working
people at the time of spiralling
inflation. SPSU #lecided to take up
the issue and joined the anti-bus
fare hike campaign.

Bangladesh flood relief campaign
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Around the month of August,
SPSU &USSU jointly initiated a Ba-
ngladesh Flood Relief Campaign.
Bangladesh was hit by floods resu-
lting in 30million people homeless
,starving and at the brim of death
.The campaign was organised to co-
llect clothings and money to help
rescue the victims of the disastexn

The demolition squad

In Malaysia, more and more pe-
ople are made landless and dispos-
sessed as lands are concentrated
in the hands of a minority. Evict-
ions occured frequently. In early
Sept.*74, squatters in Tasek Utara
,Johore were evicted. This evicti-
on had something unique in that
the squatters were granted permis-
sion to stay on the land during
election period by the authority.
Subsequently, after the election,
their houses were demolished. On
humanitarian ground, SPSU and USSU
helped the squatters by giving
full publicity to the eviction.



In late 1974, under the pre-
text of global economic recession,
many workers were retrenched by
several MNC's, Several malpracti-
ces were found committed by the
MNC's with workers not given the
appropriate treatment like prior
notices and compensations. Know-
ing this, USSU and SPSU set up a
retrenchment research centre to
help the retrenched workers. How-
ever, the authority was unhappy
with the existence of RRC and
this resulted with the arrest of
RRC chairman Tan Wah Piow and two
workers.

Only through the involvement
in social issues that our respons-
ibilities to society, justice,
equality and freedom can be fulfi-
lled. This responsibility is entr-
usted onto us because as students
we are more dynamic and have less
dependents than other segments of
society and therefore in a better
position to fight against oppres-
sion and injustices.

Our responsibility is to use
our more privileged position,
acquired at the expense of others,
to help those who are deprived
and oppressed. It is a sad reality
in our society that the creators
of wealth of our nation are depriw
ved and oppressed. This social
reality is a characteristic of
our irrational social system.

In our pursuits for a just
and fair society, we were warned
of "meddling in politics". Let us
remind them, politics in its most
basic sense involves the manner
in which we treat our fellow hum-
an beings. Politics should there-
fore be no monopoly of politicians
and political parties.

There were also allegations
saying that in the JB Squatters
issue, we have violated the sove-
reignty of another country. To
such people making this statement,
the controversy would boil down
finally to non interference in
other body affairs, be it within
or without our nation. Here, we
must emphasise our belief that it
is not only our right but also
our responsibility to be concerned
of those who are less fortunate
and oppressed.

The object with which SPSU
was founded can only be realised
if and only if every student comes
out of his/her nut-shells and shows
concern inthe well-being of his/her
fellow human beings.
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Since the anti-bus-fare hike

campaign in 1974, students of ter-
tiary institutions in S'pore has
begun to be aware of the exploita-
tive nature of SBS. This year,
1975, representatives from the
students' council of the six ter-
tiary institutions namely NUSU,
NATCSU,. USSU,, SPSU, IESC and STISC
met to discuss on a bus concession
issue. The main reason behind
such an issue is that the students
in tertiary institutions are by no
means in a dissimilar financial
status as their counterparts in
secondary schools and therefore it
is most justified that our parents
should be relieved of this extra
burden. (our high tuition fees and
expenses are already a headache to
many parents) Also, a bus concess-
icn could mean a chance for more
ceople to study in Poly. Moreover
"G‘ the FIGURES shown it can be
en that  SBS is reaping huge
cunt of profit annually and if
2y crant concession to students
tertiary institutions it would
~ly cost them about $2 million.

In the course of the bus con-
cn issue some of the students
ils conducted surveys in the~
ir campuses. The response from
tne students was overwhelming. In
Pciy. 2,500 students were surveyed.
Results showed that 53.5% of Poly
students spend 80¢ - $1.20 on the-
ir daily bus fare. This means that
a3 iarge portion of their daily
allowance is being spent on bus
fare alone and therefore a bus
concession is most imperative to
students.
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Subsequently, joint letters
were sent to the SBS asking for a
concession and presenting the gr-
ounds for maKing this request. In
the second letter sent to SBS the
representatives asked for a meet-
ing with the SBS management to dis-
cuss on the issue. To the first
letter, SBS replied briefly and
claimed that they can't afford due

to ever-increasing operational
costs. There was no reply to the
znd letter. These two letters we-
re sent by student representatives
of six tertiary institutions rep-
resenting 15,0CC students but SBS,
which claims to run the service in
the interest of the people, chose
to give a short reply to one lett-
er and totally disregarded the
second letter. Also, letters were
sent to the Ministry of Communica-
tions and the Ministry of Educat-
ion. The former replied that it
was in no position to help while
the latter simply sent an acknow-
ledgement card. Such non-chalant
attitude of the authorities tow-
ards the plight of students is
most disgusting. We could not help
suspecting an intimacy between
them and the SBS.

Though the fight for a bus
concession does not materialise,
it is far from being a failure.

On the other side of the coin,
this issue has brought about soli-
darity in student unity in fight-
ing for a common, justifiable
cause and created public awareness
in student activities.



1976 the VI stu-
dents were surprised by the sudden
withdrawal of their bus passes.
What followed was a massive demo
by the VI students against the un-
just action of the SBS.

On Feb 1lst,

The VI students were mostly
from poor families and since the
withdrawal of their bus passes,
they nadto spend a comparatively
large sum of money on bus fare.
Many had to skip lunch and others
were forced to the verge of dis-
continuing their studies.

At first the students approa-—
ched their principals, and sent
letters to the SBS but there was
no reply. In protest, many students
boycotted class but to no avail.
Left with no other alternative, the
VI students were compelled to res-
ort to their last channel of hope
- to seek public support thru' demo.

The demo started in the morn-
ing of Feb 9 with about 1,500
students massing at the padang.
Later it was estimated that altoge-
ther about 3,000 took part in the
demo. The action of the VI students
received tremendous support --
parents gave encouragement, teach-
ers dismissed them early, and rema-
rks like "good", "you all are doing
the right thing" "Don't worry, we'
11 support you" were heard from
members of the public. A policeman
was even heard saying "If I am not
in uniform, I will join you all!"

Representatives of the student
were sent to negotiate with the SBS
authorities at its headquarters but
the talk was fruitless. Neverthe-
less the demo was a great success
for it exposed the students' plight
to the attention of the public who
would otherwise had been ignorant
of the whole issue due to the
tightly-controlled press.

Then on Feb 13th, just before
the VI students were planning ano-
ther demo, the SBS announced that
it had decided to return the bus-
passes after all. Why the SBS fina-
lly gave in is obvious. The announ-
ced came so timely that the picture
is crystal clear. The SBS could not
face up to the repercussion of
another demo. The severely-prescri-
bed press, however, reported that
the return of the bus-pass resulted
frém "talks among officials of the
SBS, the ITB and the Educational
Ministry".
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Once again we have to
question the silence of the
government thrufout the
whole issue. Not only are
they indifferent, they even
went to the extent gfegﬂk”
isin e marhius -
t:: Eoffgé, the 1ISD and
riot squad to harrass the
students even though it
was a peaceful demonstration
The Principals of all the VI were
told to submit the names of stu-

dents who participated in the demo justice of our society and brings
and some of the students were even into light the plight and suffer-
called up and met with rough treat- inas of the poor. It also proves
ment from ISD agents. During the that when there is oppression,
demo, the police arbitrarily arr- there is resistance.

ested " a 21 year old man" who is
actually a Poly student who went
along with SPSU officials to find
out what was happening. The press
grabbed this opportunity to hint
that an "outsider" was behind the
demo. and thus divert public's
attention away from the root cause
and significance of the demo itself
It is also obvious that the press
reports tried to discredit the VI
students as "blind sheep" who were
misled into joining the protest
'just for the fun of it'.

The victory of the VI students
speaks for itself. It is another
issue which exposed the social in-

The VI students - a just cause
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The fight for a bus concession
by the student unions of the 6
tertiary institutions was mentioned
in the Straits Times Feb 10th along
with the VI demo. The report incl-
uded statements like "SBS might
have to raise bus fares if it were
asked to provide too many concess-
ions". "Alternatively, the stand-
ard of the service could drop if
this and other demands for concess-
ions - such as from students from
higher institutions of learning -
were to be met."

Somy - Gus
ARG 1l arBD!

The motive of the SBS in iss-
uing such malicious statements can
be conceived as follow: SBS is de-
sperately clinging to this oppor-
tunity as their pretext for anoth-
er bus fare hike should there be

one, thereby students will be
alienated from the public and made
scapegoats to bear the blame for
the burden imposed on the public.
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Whatever the decision SBS is
going to make, the students will
definitely continue their fight
for a bus fare concession. If the
SBS is to further increase bus
fare it will definitely be met
with immense opposition from the
students and people

C st rate for
5¢and the dista
e as the present

bus fare 1
about tn=2
distance.

In Feb "74 the 10¢ bus fare
hike .was implemented. At that °
time the man-trip per day was
approx. l.4 million. Estimating'
10% of the commuters to be travel-
ling on 50¢ trip and were not
affected directly by 74 s fare
hike.(no increase for trip)
That means an increase of (1.4 -
0.14)X0.1 million dollars per day,
ie. (1.4 - G.14) x 0.1 X 365
million dollars per year = 46
million dollars per year.

According to a report submit
ted to the Minister of Communicat
ions, SBS is making an operating
profit of 120 dollars per bus per
day. According to Sin Chew Jit Po
Oct 8th *74 there were about 1450
buses operating per day. Thereford
SBS net pr ye: uld be
about $12 ( mill

cost by $18
is only $2.

million
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i s 5 Wah Piow's courage stemmed
Tan Wah Piow was vice-presi- c N
dent of the 28th Council of USSy  from his firm belief that people

and voted into the 29th Council are beautiful, that people have the
with a 1800 strong mandate and was Potential to change, to learn and
subsequently elected president. to come alive. He saw in USSU an
During his term of office, USSU organisation which could still spe-
embarked on projects to increase ak out and those people who are de-
the social awareness of students. nied their own channels to voice
Some of these were the protest out their plight.

against increase in tuition fees, .

anti-bus fare hike, Bangla-desh Wah Piow was to be released on

Flood Relief Campaign, Tasek Utara ©n Oct. 24th. at 7a.m. (after being
Issue and the setting up of Retren- uUnreasonably imprisoned for 245

chment Research Centre. These pro- days on a trumped-up charge). Earl-
jects led to the deportation of 6 ier, arrangement has been made for
student leaders and the frame-up a few hundred students from SPSU &

and jailing of Wah Piow. Students USSU to gather at the prison gates
from the University of S'pore and to welcome Wah Piow. The authoriti-

S'pore Poly protested and staged a ©S; who has always feared students,

boycott over the government's released Wah Piow two hours ahead of
actions. Although the boycott fail- Of schedule. Wah Piow refused to

ed to bring them back, it has fur- lgave when the prison officers woge
ther awakened the students to walk Nim up at 5.3Cam as he would be ri-
out of their ivory towers and join Sking his life by going out of the

the people in the making of a bett- Prison alone at such a time. Finally
er sgcizty, ° an officer conceded to drive him

right up tc his house.

¥ wah Piow speaking to students
after his release

Wah Piow later returned to the
prison entrance at 7am and met the
students. Later he went to S.U. &
Poly and talked to the students. He
told them that the authorities had
only succeded in immobilising him
for 8mths.; they had failed to des-
troy him spiritually or his faith
in truth and freedom. He expected
further persecution because he was
rebelling against what he had been
programmed to do. He had been con-
ditioned in school for 16yrs. to
graduate to a comfortable middle-
calss life, be a member of the 3%
of the working population drawing
‘above $1 000 a month and be conten-
ded.
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Wah Piow said,"I was conditio-
ned to have my eyes blinded so that
I see no social evils; my ears plu-
gged so that I heard no cries of
the people; and in case I did see
or hear some evil, my mouth was to
be gagged so that I speak no prote-
st. I broke the rules altogether. I
ripped the blindfold and saw the
pathetic living conditions of negl-
ected old pioneers of Chinatown and
the exploited workers of Jurong; I

dug out the ear plugs and heard the
voice of Said Zahari (a journalist
under detention without trial for
13yrs.) coming from behind the pri-
son walls. Finally I took the deci-
sive step to liberate myself -

I spoke up."

On 12th Sept., Wah Piow was
served an enlistment notice for
National Service while he was still
in the Queenstown Remand Prison
serving an unresonable one-year
sentence. The notice required him
to report at the C.M.P.B. on Oct.24
at the very heur of his releasel
So on 17th.Sept. Wah Piow's mother
wrote to the C.M.P.B. requesting
for a few days' deferment. It was
only two weeks later that the reply
came and it was a hegative "No!".
Learning of such repression, USSU
made a stand and acted. An inter-
national press conference was call-
ed and USSU's anxieties resulting
from goverment's irrational actions

with regard to Wah Piow's safety

were made known. USSU then wrote a
letter to the C.M.P.B. requesting

for a consideration of Wah Piow's

mother letter. Finally on 15th.Oct
the C.M.P.B. consented to give Wah
Piow a deferment of 3-day.

The authorities decided to en-
list Wah Piow on the very day he
was released to serve full-time
national service in the Armed
Forces. Wah Piow was to report at
the C.M.P.B. at the very hour of
his release! There were a few
points to note concerning this en-
listment:

1) Wah Piow was given a medical
check-up by a military doctor
which was carried out in the prison
which is not equipped for NS
medical test. He was not given the
basic chest X-ray or colour blind-
ness test. Such handling of NS en-
listment and sending Military
Doctor to the prison was unprece-
dented.

2) Wah Piow's NS enlistment was
special as there was no general

call-up at that time. Why must the
authorities set a special date for
Wah Piow to be enlisted?

3) Wah Piow is severely myopic
and short; but he is to serve in
the toughest unit-- artillery,which
usually absorbs only the most able-
bodied of men.

Wah Piow was supposed to report
at the C.M.P.B. at 8.30 am on Oct
27,'75 but he defied the NS enlist-
ment notice. He based his judge-
ment on circumstantial evidence to
prove 3 cases:

A lot of students turned up at
last year's court case hearing
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1) The

authcrity has not stopped
anc wiil not stop the persecut-
icn against him.

Even thcugh Wah Piow is no more
a student and his individual
voice is limited and have no
organisation to back him up,

he ultra-sensitive authority
might view subjectively with
fear Wah Piow's present image
which was boosted up by the
publicity generated by the 47-
day trial and the moral support
given to him by a large cross-
section of the population and
students. The authority has in
the past clamped down on news-
papers, intellectuals, political
opponents who critised them and
they may not necessarily repress
those whom they view as a
necessity to silence, they even
persecute those who are no more
threats to their survival.
Moreover it is not difficult for
us to imagine how much Wah Piow
has been hated by the authority.
He and his colleagues succeeded
to a certain extent in arousing
social awareness within the
elite English educated. Hence,
Wah Piow concluded that the
second phase of persecution is

on.

2)

3)

30

The authority can and will use
the military institution to exe-
cute this second phase of per-
secution.

The authority may has the probl-
em of slapping an Internal Secu-
rity Act (ISA) on Wah Piow for
they cannot use the usual prete-
Xt of "communist" or "manipulat-
ed by foreign forces","black op-
eration", etc. on Wah Piow. The
more effective way is to employ
the militery institution.

P.M. Lee K.Y. himself has said
in the 1969 forum for freshmen
that all who hold views against
the PAP will be hauled into NS.
Wah Piow's contention is that
the authority are using the
enlistment as a cover to
persecution against him., This
can be either in the form of
physical destruction through
engineered "accidents",'"misadv-
enture" or perpetual punishment
leading to a mental breakdown

or even another frame-up to pr-
olong his stay in the army where
it is easler to uwee the miljtary
court instead of a civilian one.

Not to pledge allegiance to a
repressive goverment. All NS men
must taxe an oath pledging, amo-
ng other things, loyalty and
allegiance to the Goverment,
country and people. But Wah

Piow will definitely not pledge
allegiance to a goverment which
has, through a long historical
process of persecution, subject
the people to fear and removed
all the fundamental rights of
people.
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In S'pore, organisations that
can effectively speak out for the
underprivileged and disinherited
majority are very few. USSU and
SPSU are the only organisations
that has managed to survive the
numerous repressive measures of
the authorities.

1974 saw an upsurge in stu-
dent activism. There was an incr-
ease in social awareness in stud-
ents; they actively participated
in several speak-up campaigns.
Throughout that period, USSU prov-
ed herself to be an outspoken or-
ganisation, one which dare voice
out the people's aspirations. As
such, the authorities which can't
bear up to a slightest amount of
criticism, resorted to several
unscrupulous tactics to cripple
ussu.

In the parliamentary session
on 1l1th Nov 1975, the Minister
for Home Affairs and Education,
Mr. Chua Sian Chin, moved an amend-
ment bill to dissolve the existing
students' union and pave the way
for a new union. The new union
will be placed under the societies
act and its constitution laid down
by the government.

The existing students' union
is an independent organisation
constituted in the University of
S'pore Act enacted by Parliament,
It is an autonomous body, managing
its own finances, activities and
policies.
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Police tear down posters
students' hands
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With the application of the
Societies Act to the Students'
Union, the Union will be reduced
to an ordinary registered society,
whose fate is determined by the
Minister of Home Affairs. Iron-
ically, Mr. Chua, The Home Affairs
Minister is the same person who
moved the Bill. Thus, Mr. Chua has

sole power to the fate of the
Union.

With the new Bill being imple-
mented the Union will be re-consti-

tuted by a statute of the University,

which will define the constitution,
membership, functions and other
matters of the Union and its affili-
ates. Thus, the Union would lose its
automomy and comes to a state of
being controlled like Nanyang Uni-
versity Students' Union.

Prior to the introduction of
the Bill to the Parliament, the
University Administration had col=-
lected a large sum of union fees on
behalf of the Union, The Admin.
withheld them and now with the new
Bill being implemented, they are
empowered to control the Union's
money. Under such circumstances,
activities of the Union will be
controlled as the finance is mani-
pulated by the Admin.

the

In short, the Bill is aimed
towards absolute control in all the
aspects of the Students' Union,
making it an ineffective organ-
isation.

USSU had anticipated some
move to be taken in the coming
Parliamentary session against USSU,
and started pamphleting to the
public warning them to watch out
for any such move.

After the introduction of the
the Bill, USSU passed resolutions
rejecting the immoral and undemoc-
ratic attempt of the government to
dissolve the students' Union. USSU
resolutions also called upon MP's
to be aware of the repressive natu-
re nature of the amendment Bill and
appealed to them to exercise inde-
pdndent minds and not along party
line. Arrangements were made to
contact mp's regarding their views
on the Bill. Many MP's were either
"pusy" or "not in". For those con-
tacted, they hinted no objections
to the Bill.

USSU determined to hold a
forum inviting the Minister of
Home Affairs and Education, Mr.
Chua Sian Chin and the Vice-
chancellor of Singapore University
Dr. Kwan to give their views on
the Bill.aftermuch effort, the
students managed to get the VC
to the forum but Mr. Chua was not
contactable. In the forum the VC
told the students that he saw no
difference to the status of the
Union even if the Bill is passed.
However, he could not answer when
asked if there is any necessity
for the Bill.

During the crisis, USSU
came out with a special issue of
the Undergrad, the official organ
of the Union. This issue helped
to publicise the implications of
the Bill and the situation facing
uUssu.

.




SPSU‘ STAND

SPSU released a public state-
ment denouncing the repressive
and deceitful nature of the amend-
ment bill. It also brought out the
possibility of SPSU facing the
same fate as its brother Union
USSU. The statement called upon
the public to show concern for
USSU and SPSU and support the
students® struggle against repre-
ssion.

Within the campuses, SPSU
urged its members to lend a help-
ing hand to USSU to help in
pamphleting and selling of the
Undergrad. A number of students
knowing the repercussive effects
of the Bill responded to the call.

PEACEFUL__DEMO

On the morning of 20 Nov'75,

a solidarity rally was held in
USSU. to express the students con-
tempt for the Bill through sketches
songs and poems. Students from SPSU
also attended the rally.

At 12.30pm about 300 students
left USSU for the Parliament House.
Students carrying placards and
banners assembled outside and at
near vicinity of the Parliament
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House. The placards displayed words
like "We don't want a Puppet Union"
"Repression is a sign of weakness"
and "MP'S don't let us down".

Many passer-bys were attracted by
the students carrying placards.

At around Z.20pm the riot squ-
ad started to tear down placards
from the hands of the students.

The police and the riot squad then
began to disperse the students.
Some students were treated roughly
by them. For that Parliamentary
Session, students were barred

from attending although all parlia-
ment sessions are supposed to be
open to public.

FATE__OF _SPSU

With the banning of USSU, the
only organisation left that can
speak out for the people is SPSU.
However, SPSU is facing a finan-
cial crisis at present caused by
the calculated mave of the admin/
not to collect Union fees along
with tuition fees. It can be expec-
ted that in the near future moves
will be taken by the authorities
to render SPSU ineffective and
helpless.

But SPSU is not going to sit
back and count its days. She must
in her best capacity carry on the
tagk of awakening more and more
people.

FUTURE__OF __S'PORE

The killing of USSU's
will induce more people int -
tioning the rationality c? z=e
system. More would speak u
st injustice, inequality and
repression.




The lst inter-class 7-a-side
soccer tournament organised att-
racted more than 40 teams from one
campus, ARC. Instead of the usual
knock-out system, the fixture was
arranged so that each class has
more chances of meeting at least
two other classes. In this way,
better friendship and sporting
spirit were fostered. It took two
whole weeks to complete with 12
classes entering the finals. The
spirit of "Friendship first, comp-
etition second" was stressed and
maintained thru' out the whole
tournament. The finals proved to
be very exciting with teams displ-
aying good sportsmanship.

The interclass
netball was also organ- s
ised to encourage par-
ticipation from' the
ladies who had little
significance in the
sporting scene of Poly.
It was open to all the
three campuses which
drew an encouraging
number of entries. The
tournament took 2 weeks
tc complete with teams
displaying skilful
ball passing in a
friendship atmosphere.
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Poly 50 is an annual sports
event., It is one of mass particip-
ation, Teams of 7 men and 3 ladies
are required to complete S50 laps
round the campus,.(PEC). The aims

of this Poly 50 are firstly, to
encourage mass participation among-
st students and secondly to promote
the spirit of

"friendship first, competition
second".

This year Poly 50 was attended
by about 600 students. On the morn-
ing of the occasion, students were
seen busily setting up running
channels and getting the whole
place ready for the afternoon event.

By 2.30 pm most of the parti-
cipants were present and the race
commenced after a final briefing
on the rules and aims. Throughout -
the race, an atmosphere of sports

% %“‘s; ‘%figfw i
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manship prevailed
though it. was marred
by occasional breach
of rules and distur-
bances from some
unruly students. The
race ended at around
5.30 pm after a brief
souvenir giving
ceremony.
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What has education done to me ?

13 years of ‘education’ 13 years.....
and what has ‘education’ done to me? I have never
asked myself this very fundamental question till
now. I have never searched my soul so deeply till
now, for here in the University, I suddenly con-
front real people. people who question, who think
and most important of all, feel for other people . . .
People who dare point out the irrationalities of our
educational system and the social system as &
whole.

There was great joy when 1 first stepped into
my Primary | class. Yes, for then I was still a
sweet, innocent little child. full of hopes and
curiosity for this *beautiful” world. There was great
joy in learning how to read and write every new
word. There was so much quest for knowledge . . .
Yet all these joy, curiousity and quest seemed to
be smouldered as the process of ‘education’ went
on. In the place of all these, apathy, disinterest,
worry, frustration and selfishness grew and they
grew in magnitude as | crawled from | academic
success to another.

I did not know why I v/as sent to school then.
I only knew that I must study hard and do well or
I would be penalised. 1 remembcred some V.I.P.s
said that what v-e learnt would be used to serve
our country and people. ‘What noble aim,’ thought
the gullible me. And as time went by the truth
dawned on me. | studied hard and attempt to do
well because then and only then would 1 be
promised of a light and prestigious job, a job
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whereby I could earned myself bigger and better
cars and houses than my classmates. It was at first
very embarassing to discover this, for I the still
pure one. thought that pcople ought not to be so
selfish. Somehow through further ‘education, my
skin thickencd.'Education” as a means whereby one
attain personal comfort and glory, becomes an
open secret.

It was then that ‘education’ became a tortur-
ing nightmare. It was like sitting and waiting with
throbbing heart the result of a big gamble you
made with your life. There was so much pressure
on me that at times I though I might end up in
Woodbridge hospital. Neighbours, relatives, parents
and teachers were very concerned about me. But,
what kind of concern? Teachers wanted their class
to do well because they wanted to show off their
teaching efficiency to their colleagues and most
important of all, the principal. Neighbours were
concerned because they wanted me to obtain
worse results or in other words earned less than
their own children. Relatives were concerned
because they wanted a manager, a lawyer, a doctor
or any highly-paid professional worker to be added
to the glory of the family history. Parents, of
course were the most concerned, for I represent
their gamble or investment. They often nag to me
about so and so’s son or daughter earning thou-

sands of dollars every month. All these concern
gave me a thousand heartaches and headaches. . . .
Can human relationship be so false and so tainted
with the odious smell of money?

Meanwhile I turmed myself into a ‘rat’ to join
the rat-race in school. With years of ‘learning
experience’ I coined myself this motto: ‘Don’t ask
what and why, but study and die.”” To be frank I
began to develop an intense hatred towards any
blocking .stones in my pathway towards personal
achievement. I stood for myself. I struggled for
myself only. Any thing that would not benefit me,
I couldn’t be bothered or at best I ridiculed them.

How many real friends did 1 have? None,
honestly none. After so many years of ‘education’,
I must have met at least half a thousand people and
yet I have no friends. I had no time to talk to
people. You see, I mobilised every minute and
every minute and every second of my school life
towards ‘education’. In actual fact, I lost interest in
people except perhaps those of the opposite sex



I didn’t care what was ging on in this world.
As long as | could obtain myself a cerificate I
would be happy ... Happy? No. it wasn't happi-
ness. It was too short-lived and it left a sense of
emptiness in my heart. Those people who were in
control of our ‘education’ criticised us for being so
nonchalent towards current events and so they set
us a ‘current affairs’ test to show their ‘concern’.
Ironically. [. the apathctic and the selfish one did
very well. My secret of success? Learn those facts
in the newspapers like learning for your history
exam., We were spurred on to participate in extra
curricular activites by being rewarded with marks.
Hence, | had to force myself to participate in extra
curricular activites. In fact, I scored high marks for
my E.C.A. My sccret formula for success? Smile
more, say ‘hi' more. and be a little more thick-
skinned. If this is still insufficient, buy yourself a
book on: ‘How to make people like you,’ call me a
hypocrite i’ You like, but who arc the bigger
hypocrites? Those hypocrites who subtly force
other people to become hypocrites, or those
people who are forced to become hypocrites.

In the University, one sees the process of
education reaching its ‘climax. of success’. Enter-
ing the University reminds me of entering a jungle
where the fittest survives. 1 thought we were very
civilised but if the primitive law of ‘survival of the
fittest’ still survives and fits into our so-called
*human’ society when we arc no better than beasts.
This beastly behaviour manifests itself in the so-
called ‘oricntation’ programmes. (I don not mean
those organised by U.S.S.U. for U.S.S.U. is against
such kind of beastly behaviour too) I was ‘orientat-
ed” by some gentlemen into believing that to be
‘educated’ means also to sacrifice one’s dignity in
the face of bullies. 1 even pledged to myself that it
would ‘educate’ the next batch of freshmen who
can']lgh‘e'}'éwere often times when | felt so tired,
so sick of the “paper-chase’, that I wished I were
dead or a hermit. [ looked for alternative pathway
where 1 could grab myself a few million dollars
without going through the inhuman and torturing
process of cramming my mind with "knowledge’
1 gamblcd. I bought a lottery ticket every week.
Those of you who still have some moral principle
to abide would stare with disbelier . . . . What,
U-students gambling? Don't be shocked there are
Jots like me, only thing is. some do it secretly or
through other ways. There are those who drank

many bottles of coke a day even though they are
not thirsty because there is a bottle cap collecting
contest going on. There are those who bought
themselves loads of bandages as it they were sure
that they would be knocked down by a car the
very next day. simply because there was a related
contest with attractive prizes going on.

How old was I then? Not more than twenty
years old. yet I was so weary and tired of life.
If education cncourages one to develop one’s
potentiality to the tullest. what is ours? So many
times. | wished 1 could join my friends who found
much joy and meaning in living. but I suppressed
this yearn for life in my heart in order that 1 might
do better in my exam. If education is full ol eacite-
ment and joy. what s ours? Every morning |
dragged myself from bed and said to mysell. "God,
another day of torture. wish the day will be over

soon.” So | wished every day to be shorter and thus
indirectly wished my life to be shorter. Yes. there
were lots of time | wished to be dead.

Friends. il you see me, you would think I am
a very educated person. | dress very neatly and put
on a tie to distinguish myself from the ‘uneducat-
od’ ‘masses. 1 do rot shout and curse like those
‘coolies’. 1 was but . . . superficially educated. In-
wardly I was no better than those ‘uneducated’
ones, for friends. il you had talked and lived with
those farmers or workers. vou would be often
touched by their sincerity, friendliness and warm-
heartedness.

13 vears of education has turned me from an
innocent. pure and lively child to a corrupted.
sadistic, apathetic, cynical. hypocrital and sinful
adult. Nut most important of all, it has turned me
sclfish. When a person is selfish he would do any-
thing to attain his own happiness ‘and glory. I
stopped to belicve that it is still possible for people
to be altruistic. unitl I encountered real, altruistic
people, people who even sacrifice their own liberty
50 that others may be happy. Then, and only then
did | started liberating myself from my old ‘evil’
self.

Fricnds. have you ever asked yourself this
very basit question: *What has education done to
me?" If you have not. then it is time you start
thinking. and if you were like my old self, then it
is time you really and truly re-educate yourself. We
are still young and there is still time.
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haoks fntredelion ==

lee Rual Yew'e Siesroer - by T2 Geoeek

Lee Kuan Yew has been Prime Minister of Singapore for 17 years and
has led it to "prosperity and order". The gross national product has
soared; the city has become cleaner and greener. T.J.S. George chronic-
les the Prime Minister's rise and rule, and analyses his personality,
aspirations and methods. While acknowledging Lee's achievements, he
makes an alarmingly good case for believing them to weigh 1light again-
st the disadvantages of a dictatorship. Arguing from well-marshalled
facts, and without rhetoric, he demonstrates trat if Lee Kuan Yew’s po-
litical philosophy had happened to be leftist instead of favouring opp-
ortunistic capitalism, his performance would have been greeted by the
West not with approval dut with deep dismay. George goes further than
proving, and protesting against, a thoroughgoing suppression of freedom
and indifference to human rights, and a cynical readiness to profess
one thing and practise another.

My Wee wWwn Tee C.LA
the wewoird o Norotom QuaNout.

These memoirs are an account of Prince Norodom Sihanouk's fight
for Cambodian independence - fight against France and then, for over
twenty years, against the United States. SihanouX shows that Cambodia’s
freedom from the French was only the beginning of an even more arduous
struggle. Exposing American efforts to sabotage his neutralist policies
, he describes the ever-present Central Intelligence Agency (C.I.A.)
involvement with his domestic opponents, the corrupting influence of
dollar aid, the assassination attempts against him, and the coup that
finally toppled his goverment in March 1270. His book is thus a start-
1ing report on the tactics used by the world's strongest power to force
smailer nations away from their chosen policies.
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Tee War Has Two SToes

- bf Faix Gesne

Felix Greene visited China extensively in recent years. He spent
several months there in 1957, 196C and 12€4 and travelled widely ‘unes-
corted) throughout the country. Visiting communes, factories, schools,
hospitals, prisons and law courts, he talked to peasants, workers,
intellectuals and civil servants without restraint. Felix Greene wrcte:
"No one can travel in China without feeling enchanted, angry, cverwhel-
med, frustrated, touched, saddened, optimistic, puzzled - everything
but bored. There is prevailing opinion in the West that the Chinese are
being threatened, brainwashed, or bludgeoned into work of national ind-
ustrialisation; that a gmall group of power-hungry communist leaders
have fastened themselves onto an unwilling and resentful population and
are driving them fiercely forward against their will. I believe this
picture is the very opposite of the truth."

QoutH-gAST Asia IN An HizTore EpocH
b:r TLTeo & S W. Ha

This book provides an objective insight intc recent events and
developements in South-east Asia. The incidents and clashes between
China and the Saigon administration over the sovereighty of the Para-
cels Islands are analysed from an objective angle with regard to the
histcrical origins of the islands' sovereichty.The historic uprising
of the Thai students on Cct.14,1972 is examined with an objective of
understanding the root causes of the apparently surprising victory of
the Thai students in toppling the Dictatorial Thanom Kittikarchorn
clique. The so-called smiling "ping-pong diplomacy of China" is also
reviewed and examined to provide readers with a rational understanding
of China's recent diplomatic overtures tc South-east Asian Courtries,
and the motives and objectives of the different responses of various
South-east Asian ruling administrations. The ccnsequences broucht asout
by Japanese investrents and the capturing of the consumer markets by
Japanese products are discussed with objective of providing readers
with a clearer picture of the true nature of Japanese economic inroads
into South-east Asia.
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OnNearores W Sourd-gast Asia
-y IaN &WAA

The tercitories of the Malay world, once the colenial domains of
Britain and the Netherlands, have recently beer drawn into the sphere

of United States and Japanese interest in South-east Asia. And in this
process - economica as well as politicali - Singapore has played the part
of middle-man. Iain Buchanan explains how and why tae city has varied its
traditional policies since %265. Central to his study is a detailed anal-
ysis of the republic's role in linking Western and Japanese industrialism
with the markets, raw materials and labour of South-east Asia. As a 'Chi-
nese' city with a peasant 'Malay‘® hinterland, Singapore is caught up with
Malaysia and Indonesia in a neo-colonial situation of economic independe-
nce. This position, he believes, has aggravated Singapore's acute domest-
jc problems (fully examined in the light of local resources; and has giv-
en rise to the official assumption that the city republic is by necessity
a garrison state. Singapore in South-east Asia gives a comprehensive acc-
ount of how the city republic has achieved its present status and of the
formidakle social, economic and political problems confronting its qover-
ment at the start of the 197C's.

JAPANESE.  ImPeeisniad  TopAY

-y Jon Raupsy & g MeCoemack,

Jon Halliday and Gavan McCormack have written a lively and convin-
cing study of Japan's new econoric empire in Asia, detailing the new
forms of dependency and control built into its relations with the regi-
on. They argue that Japan, having established during the 1960s a power-
ful grip on South-east Asia‘'s market, is now tightening its fist on the
supply of raw material exports. While concentrating on East and South-
east Asia, the authors set their analysis firmly in the context of Jap-
an's challenging relations with the US and Ckina, adding appendices on
the Soviet Union and Australasia. To complete the picture, they descri-
be the internal restructuring of Japan’s society and economy that has
accompanied overseas expansion, and in particular they pinpoint the
speed and extent of Japan's rearment.
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The Enveny "B Feux Geemle

In this sharp polemic, Felix Greene sets out to tell what imperia-
lism is, how it works, how we are all involved in it, how it distorts
our thinking and why -~ unless we revolt against it - it will destroy all
that is best in man and society. Moving beyond this lucid and well-
documented critique of imperialism, he examines some of the problems of
revolution today, particularly in the West, where the old dynamic of
mass poverty is absent. Although he admires their courage and spirit,
he is critical of some revolutionary movements, especially soem of those
in the United States. He suggests that may who are anxious to change
society have not yet realised that it is necessary to change themselves
first by eradicating the self-centred modes of thought and patterns of
hebavior endemic to capitalist socity.

Below is a list ¢of other books which, like those above, are thought-
provoking and informative and serve to stimulate our awareness to
the histcric epoch of our time.

Title Author
1. Teaching as a subversive activity Neil Postman and C.
Weingarter
2., The wretched of the earth Frantz Fanon
3. Deschooiing society Ivan Illich
4, Revolutionary Priest Camillo Torres
S. Mother Mamim Gorky
6. Cultural Action for freedom Paulo Friere
7. Pedagogy of the oppressed Paulo Friere
8. Women's estate Juliet Mitchell
9, Vietnam! Vietnam! Felix Greene
10.A curtain of ignorance Felix Greene
11.Bury my heart at wounded knee Dee Brown
12.How the steel was tempered
13.The multi-nationals Christopher Tungendhat
14.A Celebration of Awareness Ivan Illich
15.Monopoly Capital Paul A Baran & Paul M
Sweezy
16.The rebel church in Latin America Alain Ghurbrant
17.Student Power: Problems, Diagnosis, Alexander Cockburn and
action Robin Blackburn
18, Chariot of the Gods
19,The long revclution Edgar Snow

20,The Watergate
21.The pentagon papers
22.Inside the CIA diary

Most of the books listed can be found in local bookstores (such as
Popular Book Store, Methodist Bookroom, MPH, Vanguard bookroom),
National Library (provided you reserve them) as well as SPSU's library.
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With the Compliments of

Dave and Steve Marketing Product

(We specialised in Silk-Screen
Printing, PVC Products,
Advertising and Novelties Gifts)

73A, Lorong Chabai,

off Koh Sek Lim Road

of f Upper Changi Road 9m/s
Singapore 16

CASIC FX-171

Super-Competent 1C digit Scientific
Calculators

o Mown I Versatile
T 4-key memory
* Full scientific
notation up to 10499
(8 digit mantissa + 2
Dijit exponent!
* One touch
function calculations
* Trignometrics
either by degree or
radian
* Operates orn
4 penlight batteries
18 & AC with Adaptor
Scientific * A variety of
Functiors other models also
availabie.
ASHOKA TRADERS {(PTE) LTD.
112, Hill Street,
Singapore 6.
Tel: 222305, 322191

WHEE
VANGUARD BOS
ROOM

— M % & F A
mER th & F
121, Golden Mile Tower,

Beach Road, Singapore 7,

TEL: 2921665
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NOW, you too can enjoy
Perfect Black and White
copies.

The compactly designed table top Mita Copystar

350D, is a Dry Copier that uses a unique pressure MlTA COPYSTAR

system to assure you perfect “‘Black & White”

copies everytime. The 350D is an easy to operate,

trouble free, highly reliable convenience copier.
steelwood
corporation

OFFICE: 103-B, CHIN SWEE ROAD, BLOCK 51, SINGAPORE, 3.
TELEPHONE: 911993, 911610
STORE: 82, KILLINEY ROAD, SINGAPORE 9. TELEPHONE: 375004
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MAKE MONOCRAFTS DIARIES AND PVC
"PRODUCTS APART OF YOUR SELLING PLAN

g ' 34 KALLANG PLACE
SINGAPORE 12 _
: ‘PHONE: 2581088
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CONCERNING EDUCATION,,

THE UNIVERSITY GRAD!IJATE HAS BEEN SCHOOLED FOR SELECTIVE SERVICE
AMONG THE RICH OF THE WORLD.....

WITH VERY RARE EXCEPTIONS, THE UNIVERSITY GRADUATE FROM A POOR
COUNTRY FEELS MORE COMFORTABLE WITH HIS NORTH AMERICAM AND
EUROPEAN COLLEAGUES THAN WITH HIS NON-SCHOOLED COMPATRIOTS,

AND ALL STUDENTS ARE ACADEMICALLY PROCESSED TO BE HAPPY ONLY

IN THE COMPANY CF A FELLOW CONSUMER OF THE PRODUCTS OF THE
EDUCATIONAL MACHINE.

© I MICNKC DU I MIC HIC M

"THERE IS NO SUCH THING AS A
NEUTRAL EDUCATION PROCESS. EDUCATION
EITHER FUNCTIONS AS AN INSTRUMENT
WHICH IS USED TO FACILITATE THE INT

EGRATION OF THE YOUNGER GENERATION
INTO THE LOGIC OF THE PRESENT SYSTEM

AND BRING ABOUT CONFORMITY TO IT, OR With

IT BECOMES THE 'PRACTICE OF FREEDOM!'

THE MEANS BY WHICH...MEN AND WOMEN .

DEAL CRITICALLY AND CREATIVELY WITH The Compliments

REALITY AND DISCOVER HOW TO PARTICI-
PATE IN THE TRANSFORMATION OF THEIR of
WORLD. "

MW

EDUCATION IS A RIGHT , Hiap Yick & Co.

NOT A PRIVILEGE,

651, North Bridge Road
Singapore 7
Tel: 323376, 363369

THE SCHOOL IS A MEANS

TO PRESERVE THE STATUS QUO.




Students for society

Together we stand , hand in hand
Together we bring

Peace and hope to our 1land

We Dbelieve in non-aggression
Mutual respect and 1love

That's our goal.

Chorus: Students for society
This 1s our aim
Students for society

This is our sacred aim

Together we share, all our pain
And we will 1learn to understand
Forever we fight

Till we can gain

A just and peaceful Asian land.

To freedom we sing
Happiness we bring

To those who want to
Smile for a while
Forever we fight

Till we can gain

A just and peaceful Asian 1land,
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